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About Us

The first curling club in Australia formed in 1933 in Melbourne. Sir
Norman Brooks – Wimbledon winner in 1907 and 1914, AFL
footballer and Australian Golf Open winner – was the first President.
The club was subsequently disbanded in 1939. In 1984, curling
reappeared in Australia and the Australian Curling Association
formed international links with the International Curling Federation
(now the World Curling Federation) in 1986.

In 1990, Australia first competed internationally in Oslo, Norway. The
Australian Curling Federation (ACF) was formed in 1993 to be the
national governing body for the sport in Australia. James Oastler was
the inaugural president of the Federation which had three state
members: New South Wales, South Australia and Victoria.

The initial challenge for the ACF was to host the third Pacific Curling
Championships in 1993 for which reconditioned stones were
obtained on lease from the World Curling Federation. Competitors
from New Zealand, Japan and Australia included men’s and women’s
teams from all three countries. Since that time the South Australian
member association has closed and two new member associations
joined; the Queensland Curling Association was formed in 2005 and
Curling WA was formed in 2014.

Today the ACF continues with its initial goal of supporting the state
members and liaising with international bodies in an effort to propel
the sport towards gaining national and international recognition.

HISTORY OF CURLING IN AUSTRALIA
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Australia would be a better place if there
were more Curlers.

Vision

Mission
The Australian Curling Federation leads, develops and
promotes the sport of curling in Australia.  We enable
and facilitate Australian athletes to achieve sustained
competitive excellence in international competitions
including World Championship and the Olympic Winter
Games whilst demonstrating the spirit of Curling.

Values
Act with INTEGRITY
EXCELLENCE on and off the ice 
We are INCLUSIVE and show respect
We demonstrate the highest standards of FAIR PLAY
Fuel the PASSION 

About Us
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Strategic Priorities

Annual Report 2021 5/25

#1  L I F E L O N G  P A R T I C I P A T I O N

Support the states to expand the range of entry points into
the ACF and commit to a welcoming, friendly and inclusive
environment for everyone.
Develop junior programs and implement retention
strategies.
Membership education and promotion.
Develop non-player (coach, umpire, administrator)
participation initiatives.

People can access opportunities to be involved in curling in
Australia at any time of their life.

#2  H I G H  P E R F O R M A N C E

Support the states to expand the range of entry points into
the ACF and commit to a welcoming, friendly and inclusive
environment for everyone.
Develop junior programs and implement retention strategies.
Membership education and promotion.
Develop non-player (coach, umpire, administrator)
participation

A clear & compelling talent pathway that encourages & supports
high performance athlete development.



#4  T H E  B U S I N E S S  O F  C U R L I N G

Develop and implement a marketing and communications strategy to
promote the sport, actively engage with members and stakeholders, and
provide and encourage honest, transparent communication at appropriate
times (face-to-face, written, verbal, digital).
Create a working group tasked with the development of a sustainable
business model and exploration of a national facilities strategy.
Provide and administer professionally the annual Curling National
Championships and selection trials.

Provide leadership from every position; foster stakeholder relationships, collaborate
& build trust.

Strategic Priorities
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#3  G O O D  G O V E R N A N C E

Support the states to expand the range of entry points into the ACF and
commit to a welcoming, friendly and inclusive environment for everyone.
Develop junior programs and implement retention strategies.
Membership education and promotion.
Develop non-player (coach, umpire, administrator) participation initiatives.

Committed to best practice governance.



President's Report
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Dear Members,

Active curling paused for much of the world this year due to the Covid-19 pandemic.
Regular curling was able to continue periodically in Western Australia and
Queensland with certain protocols and procedures in place, but hosting our regular
championship events in Naseby was not possible. Even so, our quest for an Olympic
berth continued and the World Curling Federation family grew from 64 countries to
67. 

The ACF executive membership changed slightly this year. Kim Forge served as
President, Laurie Weeden Vice-President, Steve Johns (NSW) and Elliott Douglas (WA),
Michelle Zintschenko (Vic) and Dave Thomas (Qld) were state representatives. Robert
Gagnon retired from the role of treasurer and Edwin Wan has filled his vacancy. Lyn
Gill is the secretary. 

Curling is played in three states, Queensland, Victoria and Western Australia. We
continued to work on our strategic plan and high-performance planning during
these unprecedented times. In early May 2021, Kim Forge attended the AOC AGM
virtually. This year’s DAP committee used a substantial portion of the allocated
$12000 US going to all three active curling states. 

Many pitches for facilities have been made to government bodies and potential
investors in Victoria, South Australia, Canberra and Western Australia. We continue
to grow our digital audience by creating regular branded content on Facebook and
Instagram (account created in Oct 2021). Communication messages have been
improved through Facebook often linking members back to the website for
documents and further information. Our website “look and “feel” has improved
dramatically and the time spent on this by Laurie Weeden needs to be commended.

The ACF took time this year to acknowledge the trailblazers in Curling and early
contributors as part of International Women’s Day in March 2021 and International
Men’s Day in November 2021 as well as National Volunteer week in May. Curling
would not be what it is today without many of these people and teams mentioned.



January – Carlee Millikin begins her scholarship for Post Graduate Certificate
“International Sport’s Management. 

May – 13th Place finish for Australia (Team Gill/Hewitt) at 2021 World Mixed
Doubles Championship in Scotland with a 3W-6L record.

September – World Curling Federation Virtual Congress attended by Kim Forge and
John Anderson

November 2021 – Disappointingly, Australia was unable to compete in the final
Pacific-Asia Curling Championships due to COVID-19 travel restrictions. A new
Championship will start in 2022 called the Pan-Continental Curling Championships.
This marks the end of an era really and beginning of a new chapter. We would like
to acknowledge the long-time contributions of Hugh Millikin who has competed in
24 of these Championships beginning in 1991, with 9 Gold medals and 200 games –
a remarkable feat! 

December –Australia qualifies for Beijing 2021 Olympic Winter Games in the Mixed
Doubles discipline at the World Olympic Qualification Event in the Netherlands.
Team Gill/Hewitt went undefeated (7-0) in the event. This is the most significant
achievement for curling in Australia to date. 

I would like to thank Tahli Gill and Dean Hewitt for the commitment and dedication
to their training and preparation in lead up to the qualification event. The sacrifices
are too many to mention, especially considering this was done during a pandemic
physically distanced from many of their support systems. Qualifying for the
Olympics has brought an unprecedented interest in our sport in Australia. Achieving
this historic milestone will forever change curling in our country. 

Special thank you to Laurie Weeden who continues to build on areas of governance
and policy creation documented on our website. Thank you to the State
Representatives and members of the ACF Executive for their efforts throughout the
year. Collaboration is key and your contributions are very much appreciated.

President's Report

Annual Report 2021 8/25

Kim Forge
President - Australian Curling Federation



WCF Report
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As a member association of the World
Curling Federation since 1984, the ACF
has two representatives who vote on
behalf of the ACF at annual World
Congress meetings. Kim Forge, female
representative (left) and John
Anderson, male representative (right).

The WCF constitution, section  8.1.4, details the appointment of representatives. See WCF Constitution. 

At the conclusion of 2021, all the teams have been decided for the upcoming Winter
Olympic Games in Beijing February 2022. A successful Olympic Qualification event
in Netherlands was the last opportunity for Women, Men and Mixed Doubles to
qualify. Covid has made for a challenging qualification process as we delayed
cancelled and adjusted various events. The 2022 Winter Olympic Games in Beijing
will be a different experience with the tight Covid-19 protocols expected. The
addition of the Australian Mixed Doubles team validates the MD as an excellent
discipline for all WCF members to get the opportunity to qualify for the OWG.

Besides the WWCC and WMCC, we also managed to get in the Europeans, Americas
Challenge and the final PACC in Kazakhstan, another great event hosted by Victor
Kim. Australia did not field any teams which was a shame as Australia had such a
long history in the event.
 

The PACC will be replaced by the Pan-Continental Championships in 2022. The
Australian Women will be in the A group and the Australian Men in the B group. The
top 5 teams will advance to the 2023 World Championships. This event will have
significant coverage as Canada and the USA will be competing against the best
teams from the PACC. 

Hugh Millikin
Vice President / Pacific-Asia Chair / 
Competitions and Rules Commission 
World Curling Federation 

 

https://worldcurling.org/governance/policies/


Executive Board

Association Member Representatives

President

Kim Forge

Vice-President

Laurie Weeden

Secretary

Lyn Gill

Treasurer

Edwin Wan

NSW

Steve Johns

VIC

Michelle

Zintschenko

WA

Elliott

Douglas

QLD

Dave Thomas
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Matt Panoussi

Skip

Kirby Gill

Vice Skip

Athlete Commission

Members of the Athlete Commission were appointed on 
19 November 2019 by the ACF Executive according to the 

Athlete Commission - Terms of Reference.

Michelle

Fredericks-

Armstrong

Sean

Hall

Sandy

Gagnon
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https://australiancurlingfederation568424814.files.wordpress.com/2021/02/acf-athlete-commission-v1.0.pdf


Treasurer's Report
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Dear Members,

The current status of the bank accounts has been circulated to all members in this
Financial Report. As with the past few years, this financial year follows the calendar
year running from 1st January 2021 to 31st December 2021. The activities on all
bank accounts are shown in the profit & loss statement and balance sheet of this
Financial Report. On 31 December 2021 we had no outstanding debtors.

For outstanding income, the AOC has contributed 90% ($38,700) of the planned
$43,000 that was earmarked for the Australian Mixed Doubles team’s high
performance support. The remaining 10% ($4,300) was received in 2022 and will be
reported on in the 2022 Financial Report.

Income over the course of 2021 consisted of insurance payments from the state
associations, World Curling Federation’s (WCF) Development and Assistance
Programme (DAP) funds, Australian Olympic Committee’s (AOC) high performance
funding, donation from BMD Group, and bank interest.

Expenses related to WCF DAP funds distributed to the state associations, AOC high
performance funding to the Australian Mixed Doubles Curling team, WCF annual
membership dues, Consumer Affairs Victoria annual registration fees, printing of
brochures for Wheelchair Curling, annual insurance renewal fees, bank fees & a
general admin expense. It was a typical year for the ACF. We end the year with a
loss of $625.79, retaining a total of $6,769.29 in our bank account. This is due in
part because State membership dues, in the amount of $800 total, were invoiced in
2022 not 2021 to assist states with potential cashflow challenges associated with
Covid-19.

I would like to thank Kim Forge & Laurie Weeden for their guidance, assistance &
advice throughout my first year as Treasurer of the ACF, to the preceding ACF
Treasurer Rob Gagnon for assisting me with the transition of the role, and to the
ACF Executive Committee for giving me this opportunity to contribute to the
administration of our sport in Australia.

Edwin Wan
Treasurer - Australian Curling Federation



Income Statement
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Balance Sheet
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Student Profile

Carlee Millikin began her scholarship for the Postgraduate Certificate
International Sports Management (PG Cert) with the World Academy of
Sport
Long-time Curling NSW member, Hugh Millikin, recognised as part of
International Men's Day in November as being a part of the first Men’s
team to compete internationally (1990 - Oslo, Norway)
November 2021 International Men's day feature recognised the first
Australian Men's appearance at 1992 Olympic Winter Games when Curling
was a demonstration sport; Skip Hugh Millikin

Association Members

2021 Highlights
First Men's team to compete internationally in
Oslo, Norway (1990) celebrated as trailblazers 

(L-R in Photo) Hugh Millikin (skip), Tom Kidd (third), Dan Joyce
(Second), Steve Hewitt (Lead) and Brian Stuart (Alternate)
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Association Members

2021 Highlights
Successful Learn to Curl program - 4 out of 9 participants signed on as
members
Presidents Trophy Champions - Derek Smith, Rob Burchby, Phil Goschnick
Wright Ice Cup Champions - Jim Hansen, Toby Pryor, Matthew Heskett
Kate Christopher Classic Champions - Dave Imlah, Rod Burchby, Terry
Turner, Mathew Heskett, Grace McIntosh-Phillips
Tahli Gill qualifies Australia a quota spot at the Beijing Winter Olympic Games
with Mixed Doubles partner Dean Hewitt

Kate Christopher Classic Champions

Presidents Trophy Champions

Wright Ice Cup Champions

Annual Report 2021 16/25



2021 Highlights
A sold out beginners league in February/March. Unfortunately due to
COVID the last game/final never took place
Victorian lockdowns prevented Curling for much of 2021
VCA social media stayed active to keep members updated and positive
Some social curling resumed late 2021 once restrictions eased -
attendance was low

Association Members

VICTORIAN CURLING
ASSOCIATION
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Association Members

2021 Highlights
A $30k project to develop a new Curling WA brand strategy & marketing plan
with support from Department of Local Government, Sport & Local Industries,
and the World Curling Federation.
New regular ice time on Saturday afternoons for Come & Try Curling sessions
and casual Curling games; drawing a new group of players to the sport.
Strong participation on and off the ice. Around 800 people taking part in
curling events throughout the year across three leagues, Come & Try sessions,
and land curling demonstrations on school visits, special events and
exhibitions.
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2021 World Mixed Doubles Curling Championships, 
17 - 23 May 2021 in Aberdeen, Scotland

International

Representation
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Mixed Doubles

Photos © WCF / Céline Stucki



2021 Olympic Qualification Event, 
5 - 18 December 2021 in Leeuwarden, Netherlands

International

Representation
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Mixed Doubles

Photos © WCF / Steve Seixeiro



2021 News
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2021 News
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This year on International Women's Day (8 March)  the ACF recognised the
trailblazers in Curling who have been instrumental in shaping our Sport.

2021 News
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This year on International Men's Day (19 November) the ACF recognised the
trailblazers in Curling who have been instrumental in shaping our Sport.

2021 News
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With thanks to the World Curling Federation
Development Assistance Programme that supports
many development projects throughout Australia
each year.
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