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INTRODUCTION 

The Active After-school Communities (AASC) program has now been running for over six years. 

During that time the program has liaised with state and national sporting organisations to help local 

clubs increase their membership base by exposing primary school aged children to their sport. 

Two years ago the Australian Sports Commission (ASC) started to prepare specific National Sporting 

Organisation (NSO) Reports to detail each sport’s involvement in the AASC program. These reports 

combine a statistical analysis as well as a qualitative review of the information, some examples of 

best practice case studies and any media articles that may have been generated. 

The intent of these reports is for NSOs to utilise the information at a national, state and regional 

level to help develop their sport. I would also encourage NSOs to use the report as a basis for the 

sport development officers and the AASC’s Regional Coordinators to collaborate and plan deliberate 

strategies for upcoming terms to promote the transition of children, families and new coaches from 

the AASC program into respective feeder clubs. 

Some transition strategies that have proved successful for many sports are as follows: 

 Coordinating a ‘Come ‘n Try Gala Day’ at the end of a term. 

 Delivering a clinic at selected sites to promote membership to a designated feeder club or 

participation in a modified junior sport program. 

 Coordinating a cluster of schools/Outside School Hours Care Services (OSHCS) to attend the 

local club and organise a registration or promotional day. 

 Coordinating registration days at participating sites. 

 Providing promotional material to sites for coaches to distribute to participating children and 

their families. 

Where sports identify specific development objectives within a particular region/state, the AASC 

program, through its locally based network of regional coordinators, can provide the opportunity to 

discuss how the program could assist in meeting these outcomes. Some methods to do this include: 

 Actively encouraging schools/OSHCS to deliver that sport in a term that precedes the 

commencement of the sport season, and therefore feed into registration events 

 Actively encouraging participation by schools/OSHCS within identified priority areas for 

growth or expansion of the sport 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This 2011 Report is again a combination of quantitative and qualitative information related to 

specific sports. The report looks at where Lawn Bowls has achieved the greatest success in terms of 

participation rates and/or growth of AASC program participation. 

The following information is included in this report: 

 A statistical snapshot of Lawn Bowls in the AASC program nation-wide, and also by state and 

region. 

 Examples of any targeted partnerships that were developed during 2010. 

 A list of organisations and private providers that delivered Lawn Bowls programs in 2010. 

 Any media articles that were generated in relation to the AASC program and Lawn Bowls. 
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NATIONAL SNAPSHOT — LAWN BOWLS IN THE AASC PROGRAM 

Delivery of Lawn Bowls programs 

Each semester, schools and OSHCS identify the sports and activities they would like delivered to the 

children participating within the AASC program. Activities are generally selected in consultation with 

the children and or the teachers involved, to identify what would be the most suitable program to 

engage traditionally inactive children. 

 

 

Figure 1: Number of Lawn Bowls programs conducted during 2008–2010 

 

 

Figure 2: Number of Lawn Bowls programs conducted in each state or territory in 2010 

 



4 | P a g e  
 

NATIONAL SNAPSHOT (continued) — LAWN BOWLS IN THE AASC PROGRAM 

Programs are delivered at AASC sites by community coaches who are registered with the ASC. These 

may be teachers, OSHCS staff, secondary or tertiary students, local club, personnel, private providers 

or family members. 

 

 

Figure 3: Breakdown of types of Community Coaches delivering Lawn Bowls in 2010 

 

Internal delivery options 

In 2010, 39% of community coaches were from schools or OSHCS. 

Delivery by sporting representatives 

In 2010, representatives of affiliated clubs or associations delivered 34% of all programs. Appendix A 

on page 7 shows a list of the organisations that delivered in 2010. 

Delivery by private providers 

Where affiliated clubs or associations are unable to assist with meeting the demand for delivery, the 

Regional Coordinator sources private organisations to help extend the reach of the sport. In 2010 

private providers were the fifth most common group of community coaches delivering Lawn Bowls 

sessions in the AASC program. Examples of private providers that delivered Lawn Bowls within the 

program in 2010, are provided in Appendix B on page 8. 

Schools, OSHCS coordinators and staff regularly vary the types of sports that are offered to AASC 

participants. 
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Figure 4 Number of programs by sport in 2010 

Figure 4 indicates the sports for which the AASC is providing NSO reports, as well as those sports 

where the number of programs delivered in 2010 exceeded 200. 

AASC LAWN BOWLS PARTNERSHIPS 

Partnership between the AASC and Wallaroo Bowling Club, South Australia  

The Wallaroo Bowling Club delivered the AASC program for two local schools, using resources and 

knowledge gained from the Community Coach Training Program and companion books. The Lawn 

Bowls SA Development Officer (DO) also presented each coach with a games manual. The club 

delivered a full hour of lawn bowls to students, focusing on gaining the basic skills required for lawn 

bowls through games and activities that challenged participants of all ages and abilities. A regular 

junior competition has also been introduced. 

While delivering the AASC program the Wallaroo Bowling Club had a request from each school to 

deliver lawn bowls during school time for PE lessons. The club was able to meet these requests and 

has, as a result, now appointed a junior development officer. The club has also established a regular 

junior competition that runs on a Friday night after school, open to all juniors.  

The club runs a pairs and a teams competition that gains regular media attention from the local 

paper. The junior competition is well attended by students who took part in AASC sessions and also 

students who took part in bowls during lesson time.  

The club junior development officer has also assisted more recently with coaching the local SAPSASA 

team, providing coaching for students. A follow up training course was also run by Bowls SA DO, 

which was very well attended by club members from Wallaroo and surrounding clubs.  
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A total of 15 members attended, taking part in a playing life session that included a visit from a local 

site to try new games and activities developed. The club now has many eager volunteers who 

possess the skills to assist coaches in delivery sessions.  

Partnership between the AASC and Roma Bowls Club  

The ‘Family Bowls Afternoon’, driven by the AASC and Roma Bowls Club, was a come and try day 

that was promoted as free, casual and fun. The day was relatively easy to organise with promotion 

through schools and newspaper.  

The session spanned two hours where participants could give bowls a try. Four people from the 

bowls committee were present to assist and answer any questions on how to join bowls and 

registration forms were distributed. The Manager of Roma Bowls was extremely happy with the 

attendance and people interested in becoming a member of the club. 

Four participants registered on the day (one child and three adults) and eight registered after the 

day (four children and four adults). 
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APPENDIX A — DELIVERING LAWN BOWLS IN 2010 

Coaches Organisation Region 

Wisemans Ferry Bowling Club NSW - Hawkesbury 

Paxton Bowling Club NSW - Hunter Coalfields 

East Maitland Bowling Club NSW - Maitland 

Westport Club NSW - Mid North Coast 1 

South Tweed Bowls Club NSW - North Coast 1 

Toongabbie Sports and Bowling Club NSW - Parramatta/Fairfield 

Deniliquin Bowling Club NSW - Riverina 4 

Macquarie Club NSW - Western 3 

Marlin Coast Bowls Club QLD - Cairns & Tablelands 

Miriam Vale Bowls Club QLD - Capricorn Coast 

North Queensland Mens District Bowling Association QLD - North QLD Regional Manager 

Richmond Shire Council Outside of School Hours Care QLD - North West QLD 

Kingaroy Bowls Club QLD - South Burnett 

The Summit Bowls Club Inc. QLD - Toowoomba & Darling Downs (East) 

Streaky Bay Area School SA - Eyre Peninsula 

Bowls SA Inc SA - Metro East 2 (RM) 

Bowls SA Inc SA - Metro Inner North 

Clearview Bowling Club SA - Metro North 1 

Blyth Bowling Club Inc SA - Mid North & Yorke 

Wallaroo Bowling Club Inc SA - Mid North & Yorke 

Wallaroo Mines Bowling Club SA - Mid North & Yorke 

Bowls SA Inc SA - North Central 

Life Be In It - SA SA - Outer South 

Bridport Bowls Club TAS - North 

Deloraine Bowls Club TAS - North 

Invermay Bowls and Community Club TAS - North 

Tasmanian Indoor Bias Bowls Association TAS - South 2 

Sandy Bay Bowls Club TAS - South 3 

Grangeburn Bowling Club VIC - Barwon 1 - Hamilton 

Warrnambool and District Indoor Bias Bowls Assoc’n VIC - Barwon 2 - Warrnambool 

Sunnyside Sporting Club - Horsham VIC - Central 1 - Horsham 

Sebastopol Bowling Club VIC - Central 3 - Ballarat 

Drouin Bowling Club VIC - Gippsland 2 - Moe 

Warragul Bowling Club VIC - Gippsland 2 - Moe 

Bairnsdale Bowls Club VIC - Gippsland 4 - Bairnsdale 

Maffra Secondary College Future Leaders VIC - Gippsland 4 - Bairnsdale 

Benalla Bowls Club VIC - Goulburn 4 - Bright 

Ovens Bowls Club VIC - Goulburn 4 - Bright 

Leitchville Bowling Club Inc. VIC - Loddon 3 - Bendigo 

Yarra Junction Bowling Club VIC - Metro Eastern 3 

East Malvern RSL Bowling Club VIC - Metro Eastern 5 
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Coaches Organisation Region 

Whittlesea Bowls Club VIC - Metro Northern 6 

Noble Park Bowls Club VIC - Metro Southern 2 

Rye Bowls Club VIC - Metro Southern 3 

Caulfield Park Sports Club Inc VIC - Metro Southern 5 

Mosman Park Bowling Club WA - Fremantle North 

YMCA - Eastern Goldfields WA - Goldfields North 

Cranbrook Sporting Club WA - Great Southern 

Pinjarra Bowls Club WA - Peel 

APPENDIX B — DELIVERING LAWN BOWLS PRIVATE PROVIDERS IN 2010 

Coaches Organisation Region 

Everyday Health and Fitness NSW - Campbelltown 

In Motion Health and Fitness NSW - Campbelltown 

Everyday Health and Fitness NSW - Hills district 

Fit Kids Australia (NSW) NSW - Hills district 

Zebra Sports Plus QLD - Brisbane South 

Getting Active (Miles Investors Pty Ltd Trading) VIC - Barwon 5 - Colac 
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APPENDIX C — LAWN BOWLS RELATED MEDIA AND NEWSLETTER ARTICLES 
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Internal newsletter February, 2010 

 

 

https://secure.ausport.gov.au/aasc/communications/newsletters/aasc_newsletters/internal/2010/internal_newsletter_february
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Club competition 2010   

https://secure.ausport.gov.au/aasc/communications/clubs_competition 

AASC Success Bowls Club Over 
 

Five years after linking with the Active After-school Communities (AASC) program, Bridport Bowls Club has 
received the ultimate accolade with one of its first AASC students being named the club’s first ever state 
representative. 

The north-east Tasmanian club enthusiastically embraced the AASC program soon after the program’s 
inception and club secretary Mike Furlonge said the benefits have ranged from a massive surge in junior 
interest and participation right through to success in elite competition. 

Recently 15-year-old Andrew Whitmore, one of those early AASC recruits was selected for the Tasmanian 
Under-18 team that played in NSW and Victoria in the 2009–10 season. 

Furlonge said the club was very proud of Andrew but equally of ‘all the young people who are coming through 
the program’. 

‘Right from the start the feeling within the club was that *through the AASC+ we could offer children at 
Bridport Primary School a unique opportunity with bowls,’ Furlonge said. 

‘It’s a sport that is available all-year round, it’s non-contact and at the time we also had our new synthetic 
bowling green.’ 

He said that with the help of school principal Carol Stingle, her staff and AASC regional coordinator Ralph 
Morris, the club started a ‘barefoot bowls’ session on Wednesday afternoons at the club. 

The sessions were led by one of the club’s pennant players, Greg Whatmough. 

‘There was some interest at the beginning but we kept fanning it and eventually we developed into a really 
enthusiastic group of young people who had a real desire to become proficient at the sport,’ Furlonge said. 

‘Just from this Barefoot Bowls group we added eight junior male members to our club. This year they’ve 
played pennant bowls for the season that’s just finished. We had five players in our top Division Two side aged 
15 or under who had all come through the AASC program.’ 

He said in addition, the Division Two side made the final four in what was a tough competition with four of the 
five juniors playing every game throughout the season. 

Furlonge said a number of AASC girls had also shown exceptional talent, but were a little more restricted 
because Ladies Pennant is played on a week-day and they have been unable to play because of school 
commitments. Instead, they were honing their skills in social games held at weekends. 

‘Because of the involvement of the AASC and the new bowlers that have come into the club, we’ve been able 
to field a second side in the men’s northern bowls competition for the last three seasons,’ Furlonge said. ‘It has 
also brought a number of parents into our club and has widened our exposure and created additional interest 

in the local community.’ 

https://secure.ausport.gov.au/aasc/communications/clubs_competition
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Bridport Bowls Club is one of 13 clubs across the country to have won a $500 Hart sporting equipment voucher 
in a recent AASC competition for demonstrating how their club has benefited from working with the AASC 
program. 

 

 

Members of the Bridport Bowls Club from Tasmania, (left to right) Ashley Barnett, Rhys McDougall, 

Andrew Whitmore, and Kane Walker with Active After-school Communities program Coaches, Keith 

Viney (left) and Mike Furlonge. 
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Newsletter Tas Term 1, 2010 

AASC Club Focus – Bridport Bowls Club  
 

Bridport Bowls Club has been involved with AASC since 2005 with the children from Bridport Primary School 
walking to the club to participate in sessions each term.  

Eight children, ranging in age from nine to fifteen, who have all been introduced to the sport through AASC 
now play pennant bowls with the club each Saturday. Five have played in the division two side that is currently 
second on the ladder having only lost one game out of six this season, and four of them have played every 
game for that team.  

Club Secretary (and AASC Community Coach) Mike Furlonge said, “The Bridport Bowls Club’s involvement in 
the AASC program has been a great success in involving a number of children from the Bridport Primary School 

in our club 

Newsletter QLD (North Brisbane) Semester 2, 2010 

 

https://secure.ausport.gov.au/aasc/communications/newsletters/aasc_newsletters/tas/state_newsletter_2010/AASC_Tas_Newsletter_Term_1_2010.pdf
https://secure.ausport.gov.au/aasc/communications/newsletters/aasc_newsletters/qld/regional_newsletters_semester_2,_2010/Newsletter_QLD_North_Brisbane_Semester_2,_2010.pdf
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Qld 5 Star Community Coach Award Term winner 

https://secure.ausport.gov.au/aasc/Information_for_Community_Coaches/community_coach/5_star_commu

nity_coach_2010_state_term_winners/queensland 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://secure.ausport.gov.au/aasc/Information_for_Community_Coaches/community_coach/5_star_community_coach_2010_state_term_winners/queensland
https://secure.ausport.gov.au/aasc/Information_for_Community_Coaches/community_coach/5_star_community_coach_2010_state_term_winners/queensland
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Tas 5 Star Community Coach Award Term winner 

https://secure.ausport.gov.au/aasc/Information_for_Community_Coaches/community_coach/5_star_commu

nity_coach_2010_state_term_winners/tas_5_star_community_coach_award_winners_-_2010 

 

 

https://secure.ausport.gov.au/aasc/Information_for_Community_Coaches/community_coach/5_star_community_coach_2010_state_term_winners/tas_5_star_community_coach_award_winners_-_2010
https://secure.ausport.gov.au/aasc/Information_for_Community_Coaches/community_coach/5_star_community_coach_2010_state_term_winners/tas_5_star_community_coach_award_winners_-_2010
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Newsletter NSW/ACT (North West Sydney) Term 3, 2010 

 

 

https://secure.ausport.gov.au/aasc/communications/newsletters/aasc_newsletters/NSWACT/sydney/2010_newsletters/Newsletter_NSW_ACT_North_West_Sydney_Term_3,_2010.pdf
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AASC E-NEWS VICTORIA TERM 2 2010 , AASC Newsletter, 2 PROGRAM NEWS  

Age Is No Barrier When Coaching  
Les Herring is proof that age is no barrier when it comes to coaching in the Active After-school Communities 
program. The 81 year old lawn bowls coach has successfully completed a lawn bowls program this term at 
Harkaway Primary School in Melbourne’s outer southern region.  

Much to the delight of the children in his program, Les brought the bowling green to the classroom, setting up 
lanes indoors and providing children with a range of games and activities designed to help them learn the skills 
of lawn bowls.  

According to Charlie, one of the children who took part in Les’ sessions, lawn bowls is great fun. “I’ve really 
enjoyed learning from Les. I had never done lawn bowls before and now I know how to hit the jack.”  

Les is no stranger to coaching, having ongoing success in teaching programs at the Berwick Bowling Club and in 
introducing lawn bowls as part of local schools sports curriculum. He has a particular interest in developing 
opportunities for people with a disability.  

Les will be encouraging all children who have attended his program to come along to free coaching sessions at 
the club once he has concluded at Harkaway Primary School.  

As Les puts it, “Lawn bowls is no longer an old person’s game. It’s important to promote the sport to a younger 
generation and the AASC program is the perfect way to do so. Besides, I love doing it.”  

If Les’ passion and enjoyment of lawn bowls rubs off on the children in his AASC sessions, Berwick Bowls Club 
may have a whole new breed of up and coming bowlers on their greens!  

 

Les Herring coaches a Harkaway Primary Student 

Lawn bowler, 10, joins the senior ranks 
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Surrounded by senior men playing pennant lawn bowls, 10-year-old Tom Williamson says it is “where I was 
meant to be”.  

The Linden Park student recently debuted for the Beaumont Bowling Club, a little more than a year after 
taking up the sport. He played his first senior match with the men’s third side against Clearview a fortnight 
ago, believed to be the youngest player to represent the club in pennant bowls. 

Tom decided to join friends in trying lawn bowls, as a part of Linden Park OSHCs Active After-school 
Communities program. He and several other boys then continued to attend the bowling club on Friday 
afternoons to further hone their bowling skills and were soon joining in with Bowls SA’s Junior Winter Bowls 
days at Lockleys Bowling Club. 

Tom said he hoped to play a few more matches against the seniors in coming months after his first game. “The 
guy I played against played very well he was like maybe 50, 60, 70, in that sort of range. “We got pretty 
comprehensively done.”  

 

Beaumont Bowling Club player Tom Williamson, 10. (Photo courtesy of the Messenger) 
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APPENDIX D — REGIONAL BREAKDOWN OF LAWN BOWLS PROGRAMS FROM 2008–2010 

Australian Capital Territory and New South Wales 
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Northern Territory 
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South Australia 
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Queensland 
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Tasmania 
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Victoria 
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Western Australia 
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SUMMARY 

I hope you have found this report informative and interesting. We value your participation in the 

AASC program and would like to further develop our association to help you develop your sport. We 

encourage you to continue to consider the AASC program as an ideal opportunity to create an 

awareness of and engagement in your sport, and to promote participation and/or membership in 

specific regions. 

We welcome you to contact the AASC National Office (through my contact details below) to learn 

further information about the program, to discuss opportunities for ongoing collaboration, or to find 

local contacts within our national Regional Coordinator network. 

Kind Regards, 

 

Kitty Chiller 

Deputy General Manager 

Active After-school Communities 

T: 02 – 6214 7599 

E: kitty.chiller@ausport.gov.au 

 


