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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sarajevo_Haggadah
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Sports institutes are entering 
a Fourth Age of development. 
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It is necessary to shift one's point of view 
from the idea that the network of 
information needs to be organised to the 
idea that what we want is 

a self-organising network of information.  

Stephen Downes (2004)
http://www-jime.open.ac.uk/2004/5/downes-2004-5-disc-15.html
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Origin of the institute concept (First Age) 

Development of the institute concept in 
Australia (Second Age) 

Other countries drawing upon Australia’s 
‘success story’ (Third Age)
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There are five characteristics of 
the Fourth Age of sports institutes
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Aggregation and Personalisation
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Knowledge discovery

http://www.kdnuggets.com/gps.html
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Interdisciplinary insights of 
teams of workers
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Intrapreneurial spirit

http://www.intrapreneur.com/MainPages/History/IntraCorp.html
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Time horizons and competitive edge
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The Semantic Social Network

Stephen Downes (2004)

Two types of technologies are about to merge:  

Content syndication  
Social networking  

They will merge to create a new type of internet, a network within a 
network, and in so doing reshape the internet as we know it.
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Custos
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People have great faith in libraries as fair and 
trusted institutions and in librarians as honest 
and diligent keepers of the human record.

Kathleen de la Penna McCook http://shell.cas.usf.edu/~mccook/libraries.html (accessed 1 March 2009)
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As a citadel of learning and as a platform for 
adventure on the Internet, the research library 
still deserves to stand at the centre of the 
campus, preserving the past and accumulating 
energy for the future.

Robert Darnton The Library in the New Age (2008) http://www.nybooks.com/articles/21514
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Robust learning communities and collaborative 
learning environments 

... irrespective of geographical location?
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• Bring the library to the patrons.

• Extend service hours.  

• Wireless access and digital content.  

 

Catch and Release http://natehill.wordpress.com/2008/03/15/library-outposts-a-new-service-model-for-urban-public-libraries/
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Homeless man walking 
down 6th, casting with 
a fly rod. 

Apparently someone 
taught him to fish. Now 
he just needs a body of 
water.
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non-traditional interactions to 
help the discoverability of items 
within our collections

Paul Hagon
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Brolsma’s video singlehandedly justifies the 
existence of webcams

It’s a movie of someone who is having the 
time of his life, wants to share his joy with 
everyone, and doesn’t care what anyone else 
thinks. 
 

Douglas Wolk
http://believermag.com/issues/200606/?read=article_wolk
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Everyone laughed at the Star Wars Kid; 
everyone wanted to be the Numa Numa 
Guy

Douglas Wolk
http://believermag.com/issues/200606/?read=article_wolk

http://believermag.com/issues/200606/?read=article_wolk
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Give, like, creative and real compliments.

    



Put your connections to work for others so they get 
sweet stuff, too.

   



Find out what makes others happy 
and help them do those things.

   



I Stay Informed 

I Keep It Brief

I Express Myself  

I Collaborate    

I Expand My Social Circles 
         
I Have More Time To Do The Things I Love

http://tinyurl.com/cdczpz

http://tinyurl.com/cdczpz
http://tinyurl.com/cdczpz




Autonomy

Diversity

Openness

Interactivity

Connectedness
Stephen Downes http://www.downes.ca/post/3304

http://www.downes.ca/post/3304
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Searchable
 
Editable

Linkable

Feedable

Taggable
.



Consume 

Create

Collaborate



Borrow (Rip)

Insert (Mash)

Publish (Feed)





The Fourth Age institute flourishes because 
it is empowered to explore and own the 
edge of knowledge production to create new 
core activities that shape strategic direction.



The skills of shaping the future 
are quite different to the skills 
of adapting to it.
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Thank you for contemplating 
Institute 4.0
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